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Farmhouse decon project a window to past


A resource for residents and businesses to reduce waste and live more sustainably


By Daniel Hiestand
Waste Wise Lane County Outreach Coordinator


Over the past several months, Forrest 
Laiche—owner of Lane County-based 
Conscious Craft Construction—has steadily 
deconstructed a dilapidated Cottage Grove 
farmhouse owned by Lane County near the 
Cottage Grove Transfer Station.


Nail by nail, Laiche’s crew worked to 
rescue as much as possible from the 
structure as part of a pilot project to 
divert deconstruction materials from 
landfill to reuse.


Laiche’s company was one of a handful 
that became aware of the project after 
enrolling in a building deconstruction 
training sponsored by Waste Wise Lane 
County in April.


The course was taught by Dave Bennink, 
owner of Bellingham, Wash.-based 
RE-USE Consulting and the director of 
the Building Deconstruction Institute. 
Bennink is considered an industry 
pioneer after starting his consulting 
firm in 1993 when deconstruction (as 
opposed to demolition) was a little-
known concept.


Soon after taking the free, 16-hour 
training, Conscious Craft won the county 
contract to sustainably deconstruct the 
historic property with a challenge to 
salvage as many materials as possible.


While the process has had its unforeseen 
pitfalls, Laiche said it’s been worth it from 
financial and environmental sustainability 
standpoints. [continued on page 2]


Tip: Become a Master Recycler Take a free, nine-week course through Waste Wise Lane County and become 
a Master Recycler to learn how our regional recycling system works. Attendance is free in exchange for helping your 
community achieve its waste reduction goals. Learn more at lanecountyor.gov/wastewise-masterrecyclers.


Editor’s note: A version of this article first appeared in The Chronicle newspaper.


WHAT TO BRING 
• Arts and crafts products 
• Car care products
• Cleaners
• Fluorescent tubes
• Lawn and garden  


chemicals
• Paints 
• Solvents
• Other household  


hazardous waste


WHAT NOT TO BRING 


• Asbestos
• Drums
• Electronics
• Empty containers
• Explosives 
• Infectious waste
• Pressurized cylinders
• Radioactive waste


Hazardous waste from businesses?
Services are available by appointment for 
a minimal fee for conditionally exempt 
small quantity generators (CEGs), defined 
as businesses that generate less than 220 
pounds of hazardous waste per month. 


For more information, visit lanecountyor.
gov/hazwaste or call (541) 682-4120.


Household hazardous waste disposal is free, easy and accessible
It’s free. It’s easy. Year-round hazardous waste disposal appointments are available weekly at the Glenwood Transfer Station. 
Schedule online at lanecountyor.gov/hazwaste, or call (541) 682-4120 to make an appointment.


To see more photos from this project, visit 
lanecountyor.gov/deconstruction.







Appliances 
(All sites EXCEPT Sharps Creek)


UNITS CONTAINING REFRIGERANTS ONLY.  MUST BE EMPTY.
Air conditioners, freezers, heat pumps & refrigerators.
DO NOT cut cords or drain refrigerants.


$22.00 each  
Some appliances accepted for free  
as scrap metal


Concrete 
(Glenwood only)


Grocery cart-sized chunks or smaller (max. 10 cys).  
Rural sites — accepted as garbage. 


$95.16 per ton ($13.00 minimum.)
Rural $45.00 per CY $22.50 minimum


Propane Tanks
(All sites EXCEPT Sharps Creek)


Maximum size, 5 gallons. Propane & single-use helium cylinders.  
NO other gases or cylinder types.


Up to 5 gallons — $4.50
1 lb camping size — Free


Tires  
(All sites EXCEPT Sharps Creek)


Vehicle tires ONLY. Limit 10 per day. Maximum 20" rim diameter. No heavy-duty or off-road 
tires. No more than 10 tires accepted. No commercial-purpose tires.  
State law prohibits disposal of tires in the landfill.


Up to 20" rim diameter — $3.00
Up to 20" rim diameter with wheel — $4.00 


Wood Waste and  
Yard Waste*
(Glenwood, Cottage Grove, and 
Florence ONLY)


Wood waste*: Broken furniture, painted wood, particle board, pallets, wood with nails or 
screws. NO Formica, foam core or plastic coated, treated wood, non-wood laminates, mixed 
materials, railroad ties, hardware bigger than your thumb. NO bags. THESE ARE GARBAGE.
Yard waste*: Grass, brush, leaves, garden debris & limbs up to 12” diameter. 
Unload loose (no bagged material). 


Glenwood & Florence scales 
$84.70 per ton ($9.00 miimum)
Cottage Grove & Florence (non-commercial)
Less than 1 CY: $9.00, 1 to 3 CY: $17.50,
3+ CY: $9.00 per additional CY


Transfer Station Hours
October 1, 2023 – March 31, 2024


Cottage Grove Wed - Sat 8am - 6pm


Creswell Wed - Sat 8am - 6pm


Florence Mon - Sat 8am - 6pm


Glenwood Mon - Sat
Sunday


8am - 6pm
Closed


London Saturday 9am - 5pm


Low Pass Fri & Sat 9am - 5pm


Marcola Wed - Sat 9am - 5pm


McKenzie Bridge Saturday 9am - 5pm


Oakridge Wed - Sat 9am - 5pm


Rattlesnake Wed - Sat 9am - 5pm


Sharps Creek Saturday 9am - 5pm


Swisshome Saturday 9am - 5pm


Veneta Mon - Sat 8am - 6pm


Vida-Leaburg Wed - Sat 9am - 5pm


Walton Saturday 9am - 5pm


* Wood waste and yard waste must be greater/equal to 50% of the load AND must be placed in the recovery area.


[continued from cover] 


“This was a learning experience,” 
Laiche said. “We’ve gotten a lot of stuff 
out of here.”


Laiche said this includes a whopping 
36,000 pounds of salvaged lumber. 
Overall, 72% of the home’s materials 
were recovered or recycled, and the total 
tonnage recovered, recycled, or landfilled 
was 81.44 tons—or 162,880 pounds. 


Laiche provided a 
spreadsheet detailing some 
of the salvaged materials. 
Much of it was donated to 
local nonprofits, including 
BRING. BRING accepts 
reclaimed materials sold to 
the public at a discounted 
price. Other materials 
recovered include: 


• Fir flooring, 2x4s, OSB 
plywood, and shiplap 
siding


• Piping, metal wiring, and metal roofing


• A water heater, toilet, and ceramic pots 


Laiche also discovered historical 
artifacts, including personal letters and 
old bottles found in the wall. He plans to 
contact the Lane County History Museum 
about these items.


This effort to promote and realize 
sustainable deconstruction practices 
was a long-held goal for Lane County 
Waste Management, said Waste 
Reduction Program Supervisor Angie 
Marzano. The farmhouse, purchased by 
the county in 2022 as part of a potential 
transfer site redesign and in a state 
of extreme disrepair, proved to be a 
perfect classroom. 


“Too often, buildings are 
torn down, and precious 
materials are hauled 
to landfills. We wanted 
to tell the story about 
preservation and the 
continued use of historic 
materials, but also 
document costs and the 
environmental benefits,” 
Marzano said. “As 
resources become more 
scarce, these practices 
will become more 


practical and affordable.”


The industry could certainly be more 
sustainable. For example, 600 million 
tons of construction and demolition 
debris were generated in the United 
States in 2018 alone. Construction and 
demolition waste account for one-third of 
materials sent to the county landfill.


Material preparation for recovered items with a fee


Waste Wise Lane County, a part of the Lane County Waste Management Division, seeks to empower residents and businesses with education and resources  
to reduce waste, conserve resources, and live sustainably. Follow WasteWise Lane County on Facebook and Instagram @WasteWiseLaneCounty.


“As resources 
become more  
scarce, these 
practices will 
become more 
practical and 
affordable.”







Dispose of asbestos safely
Asbestos that is disturbed in a demolition or remodeling 
project can become airborne and pose a danger to you 
and others. For information about asbestos and asbestos 
abatement, visit Lane Regional Air Protection Agency (LRAPA) 
at lrapa.org, email asbestos@lrapa.org or call (541) 736-1056. 


Disposal of asbestos-containing materials at landfill 
Lane County accepts asbestos-containing building materials for 
special disposal by appointment at Short Mountain Landfill ONLY. 
Loads must be prepared and labeled per federal law before being 
delivered to the landfill. For specific questions about asbestos 
packaging and disposal, contact Lane County staff. Chad Ficek, 
(541) 682-3828, chad.ficek@lanecountyor.gov or Jake Schiewe, 
(541) 682-3899, jake.schiewe@lanecountyor.gov.


Stormdrain Cleaning Assistance Program
Lane County announces the creation of a Stormdrain Cleaning Assistance Program (SCAP) 
in partnership with Gibson Steel Basins. SCAP will provide parking lot catch basin cleaning 
services to businesses for a flat fee ($65) per catch basin. The flat fee will cover cleaning to 
remove debris from the sump portion of the drain and proper disposal and cleaning directly 
adjacent to the stormdrain. Stormdrains require regular cleaning to remove pollutants and 
prevent flooding. Private businesses are responsible for the maintenance of stormdrains 
on their property. The program will be offered annually in the fall and spring. For more 
information, email SCAP@lanecountyor.gov. 


Composting workshops
For beginning to experienced composters, these hands-on 
workshops will cover the basics of how composting works, which 
materials to use, and the different methods and types of compost 
bins available. Workshops are led by knowledgeable backyard 
composting information specialists.


For more information, contact the OSU Extension Service-Lane 
County Master Gardener Plant Clinic at (541) 344-0265, or 
email lanemg@oregonstate.edu. 


Compost workshops are on Saturdays from 
10 a.m. - noon. For information on upcoming 
workshops, scan the QR code or enter the 
term “compost workshops” at extension.
oregonstate.edu/search.


Recycling construction, 
demolition materials
Lane County requires all loads of construction and demolition 
materials measuring six cubic yards or more to be separated for 
recycling or delivered to EcoSort, a materials recovery facility. 
Contact EcoSort in Glenwood next door to the Lane County 
Transfer station (3425 E. 17th Ave.) or call (541) 726-7552.


This requirement applies to Glenwood and Short Mountain ONLY. 
Loads that DO NOT contain the targeted recyclable materials can 
be disposed of as usual. Targeted materials include: 


Cardboard • Metal • Recoverable Wood • Rubble • Yard Debris


These materials are recyclable at the Glenwood Transfer Station 
and other facilities in the community. Use the Waste Wise Lane 
County app at lanecountyor.gov/recycle to find recyclers.


Earth Machine 
Available at BRING  
4446 Franklin Blvd.


Worm Factory Basic
Visit naturesfootprint.com with
discount code: LANECOUNTY 


Garbage fees
Garbage fees fund all Waste Management programs. 
Glenwood: $95.16 per ton ($13.00 minimum)


DISCOUNTS  
Seniors (60+): $1.00 off per load 
Recycling: $1.00 off per load (10 lb minimum)


LOAD SMART 
Load your vehicle with garbage first and recycling last 
so you can easily drop off recyclables first and get the 
$1.00 recycling discount.


COVER YOUR LOAD  
It’s against the law to litter on Oregon roadways.  
For more information, visit lanecountyor.gov/
transferstations







QUESTIONS ABOUT RECYCLING?  USE THE QR CODE TO USE OR DOWNLOAD THE WASTE WISE APP, VISIT LANECOUNTYOR.GOV/RECYCLE, OR CALL (541) 682-4120.


ALL SOURCE-SEPARATED MATERIALS LISTED CAN BE RECYCLED FOR FREE  •  DISCARDED LITHIUM BATTERIES CAUSE FIRES! NOT SURE IF IT’S LITHIUM? CALL (541) 682-4120.


NO plastics 3-7, plastic bags or wrap, lids, caps, pumps, glass or garbage.


PLASTICS
#1 and #2 plastic bottles, jugs and plastic jars


METAL
Aluminum and tin


PAPER,
Junk mail, magazines, newspaper, paper bags, paper egg cartons


Mixed Recycling
Accepted at all sites


All recycling must be empty, clean and dry.


HOUSEHOLD ONLY.  MAXIMUM 15 GALLONS.
Store in container with secure lid.  


Antifreeze  Auto Batteries  


Lead-acid batteries.


Corrugated Cardboard  


Remove contents, flatten boxes.  
Brown paper bags accepted.


Electronic Waste


MAXIMUM 7 ITEMS PER VISIT.  TVs, computer CPUs,  
monitors, printers, mice, phones, stereos, VCRs, DVD players. 


Glass  


Bottles & jars only, empty & dry, all colors.


Rechargeable Batteries


All rechargeable & single-use batteries  
EXCEPT lithium and alkaline batteries.


Motor Oil/Filters


 HOUSEHOLD ONLY.  MAXIMUM 15 GALLONS.


Scrap Metal  


All items 75% metal or more.  Remove all fuel, oil 
& other liquids. Drums, barrels & other containers  


must have large, visible holes.


Sharps (Needles)


HOUSEHOLD ONLY.  Pack securely in red, rigid, sealed 
container (red laundry detergent bottles OK). 


 


Fluorescent Lamps  


HOUSEHOLD ONLY. MAXIMUM 10 FLUORESCENT 
LAMPS PER VISIT.


Paint  


HOUSEHOLD ONLY. MAXIMUM 20 GALLONS OF PAINT,
measured in can size — NOT liquid contents.


See page 2 for details about these  
items accepted with a fee: 


• Appliances
• Concrete
• Propane Tanks
• Tires 
• Wood & Yard Waste 






